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15th Cleraun Media Conference, Dublin 

Friday 17th - Sunday 19th

October 2014  GettinG it 
riGht  

next time

Developing an investigative toolkit  
to help filmmakers and journalists 

deal with financial complexity, bribery, 
corruption and whistleblowing

friday

saturday sunday

Masterclass: dealing with the challenges in making an 
investigative documentary film 

Screening of Sean Quinn’s Missing Millions  
(2013 IFTA Best Current Affairs Programme for BBC NI Spotlight)

Interactive session with its reporter and presenter,  
Jim Fitzpatrick

Chair: Gavin Daly, Deputy Business Editor, The Sunday Times; co-author of 
Citizen Quinn - A Man, an Empire, and a Family
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The whistleblower and the journalist: a reflection 

Elaine Byrne

Chair: Barry Finnegan, Lecturer, Faculty of Journalism, Griffith College Dublin

From the 2002 Ansbacher Report to the 2014 Banking 
Inquiry: some lessons for journalists

Colm Keena

Chair: John Walsh, Business Editor, The Irish Examiner, and former Editor, 
Business & Finance

Investigative journalism and stress — some advice 
based on personal experiences

Angelina Fusco

Chair: Senator Susan O’Keeffe

Lunch

Irish housing bubble: did the media reflect the views 
and interests of those in power?

Julien Mercille

Dan O’Brien

Chair: Laura Lynott, Senior Journalist, The Irish Daily Mail

The Mahon Tribunal and Tom Gilmartin

Frank Connolly

Chair: Stephen Desmond, Senior Lecturer in Film & Television, Southampton 
Solent University 

Coffee

Critical components of a must-have investigative 
toolkit

Rita O’Reilly

Chair: Nick Webb, Business Editor, The Sunday Independent, and co-author with 
Shane Ross TD of The Untouchables (2012) and Wasters (2010)

Roundtable to develop a set of recommendations

Finish

Whistleblowing legislation: implications for media 
professionals

Lauren Kierans

Chair: Gráinne Madden, Chair, Transparency International Ireland

NAMA and transparency

Gavin Sheridan

Chair: Gavan Reilly, Political Correspondent, Today FM

Lunch

Carnegie Trust Roundtable: Finance and economics, 
national and global: do journalists and citizens need 
more education and training?

Chair: Paul McNamara, Lecturer, School of Communications, Dublin City 
University

Stephen Kinsella Carmel Crimmins

Brian O’Donovan Kate Shanahan

Seamus Dooley Julia Paul

Margaret E Ward Reynaldo Rivera

DIT media students survey group

Editors’ Forum: Squaring the Resources’ Circle

Chair: Peter Feeney, Press Ombudsman

Kevin O’Sullivan David Nally

Pádhraic Ó Ciardha Pat Leahy

Paul Drury Noel Doran

Keynote address:  
Why investigative journalism is entering  
a new golden age

Gerard Ryle

Chair: Ian Kehoe, Business Editor, The Sunday Business Post; 2013 Business & 
Economics Journalist of the Year; co-author of Citizen Quinn - A Man, an Empire, 
and a Family

Presentation of the 2014 Cleraun Award for 
Outstanding Contribution to Journalism 



speakers
Jim Fitzpatrick is an award-winning independent 
broadcaster and journalist with a specialist interest in 
Ireland’s economics and politics. Until recently he held the 
post of Economics and Business Editor for the BBC in Ireland. 
Previously, he fronted much of BBC NI’s political coverage as 
the presenter of The Politics Show, Stormont programming, 
and party conferences. He has also led investigations for 
BBC current affairs flagship, Spotlight. His investigation 
into the collapse of Sean Quinn’s business empire and hunt for missing assets won the 
programme the 2013 Irish Film and Television Award for best current affairs programme. 
He has also worked as part of BBC Northern Ireland’s presenting team during election 
coverage and has regularly presented on Radio Ulster. Prior to joining the BBC, he 
worked as an investigative reporter with UTV from 2000. His other positions included 
Corporate PR Director, Drury Communications, 1999 -2000; Business Editor and other 
positions with The Irish News, 1996 -1999; News Editor, Townland Radio, Cookstown, 1995 
-1996. He also has experience of independent production and was part-owner of one of 
Northern Ireland’s leading production companies before it was acquired by Ten Alps Plc.

Dr Elaine Byrne (www.elaine.ie) writes for The Sunday 
Independent and is an associate researcher with the Global 
Irish Studies Centre at the University of New South Wales. 
Before moving to Australia in 2013, she was a political 
columnist with The Irish Times, The Sunday Business Post, 
and The Guardian, and was nominated for three national 
media awards for investigative journalism. In 2014 she 
was awarded a Simon Cumbers grant and reported from 
the Pacific Islands. Author of Political Corruption in Ireland 1922–2010: A Crooked Harp?, 
which in 2014 was included in The Books That Define Ireland, she was appointed in 2012 
as the Irish expert on corruption to the European Commission. She was a lecturer on 
politics in Trinity College Dublin, and her research has been published in international 
academic publications. She is an editor with www.politicalreform.ie and a founder of the 
Irish deliberative democracy project “We the Citizens”, which served as the template for the 
Constitutional Convention. From Carlow, she was educated at the University of Limerick.

Colm Keena is public affairs correspondent with The Irish 
Times. He has reported on the McCracken, Moriarty and 
Mahon tribunals; the personal financial affairs of the former 
Taoisigh, Bertie Ahern and the late Charles Haughey; Sean 
Quinn family’s battles with Anglo Irish Bank; the taxation 
of multinationals; and numerous other topics. In 2011 he 
and the former editor of The Irish Times, Geraldine Kennedy, 
won an important case in the Supreme Court concerning 
the right to protect journalistic sources. The case arose from his report on the Mahon 
Tribunal’s investigation into Bertie Ahern’s finances and the tribunal’s order, which he and 
Geraldine Kennedy refused to comply with, namely that they co-operate with an inquiry 
into the sources for that report. He is the author of books on Bertie Ahern, Charles Haughey, 
the Ansbacher Deposits, and Gerry Adams. He won the 2013 UCD Smurfit Business School 
Journalist of the Year Award in the economic and business commentary category. 

Angelina Fusco was Editor of TV News at BBC Northern 
Ireland until June 2013. She spent over 30 years as a 
journalist with the BBC — covering the Troubles and 
the Good Friday Agreement — and was Editor of its IFTA 
award-winning flagship BBC Newsline programme for 15 
years, delivering live programmes and special half-hour 
documentaries on occasions. She introduced the bite-
size investigations for tea time audiences, covering First 
Minister Peter Robinson’s land sale; Policing Board chairman Barry Gilligan’s building 
developments; badger-baiting; cockfighting; and child prostitution. In 2012 she 
was awarded an Ochberg Fellowship by the Dart Centre for Journalism and Trauma 
at Columbia University in New York, and was appointed a Senior Fellow in 2014. Its 
programmes allow senior journalists to deepen their knowledge of emotional trauma 
and psychological injury, while improving the quality of reporting on violence, conflict 
and tragedy. She began her career as a reporter with The Irish News in Belfast. She now 
works as an independent consultant, helping individuals and groups tell their stories 
more effectively on traditional and digital platforms.

Dr Julien Mercille is a lecturer in the School of Geo-
graphy, Planning and Environmental Policy at University 
College Dublin. He specialises in US foreign policy, and in 
the role of the media in the ongoing economic crisis. His 
latest book, The Political Economy and Media Coverage of the 
European Economic Crisis: the Case of Ireland (Routledge), 
was released in August 2014. He is a regular contributor to 
news media outlets like Truthout, Social Europe Journal, Asia 
Times, and CounterPunch, and acts as an expert on shows such as TV3’s Tonight with 
Vincent Browne and radio programmes on RTÉ and elsewhere. His academic publications 
have appeared in the Cambridge Journal of Economics, New Political Economy, Third World 
Quarterly, and many other journals and books. He is currently writing a book on the 
Irish economy after the crash. Originally from Canada, he has degrees from UCLA, the 
University of Kentucky, and McGill University in Montreal.

Dan O’Brien is Chief Economist at the Institute of 
International and European Affairs, one of Ireland’s leading 
think tanks, and a columnist and economics analyst for 
the Independent Newspaper group. For three years from 
mid-2010, he was Economics Editor of The Irish Times, 
analysing and commenting on a wide range of Irish, 
European and global issues. He is Adjunct Senior Research 
Fellow at the School of Politics and International Relations 
at University College Dublin. Earlier, he spent a dozen years, based in London and 
Geneva, as senior economist and editor at the Economist Intelligence Unit, an arm of 
The Economist Newspaper Group. He has also worked for the European Commission 
and as a consultant for the United Nations and Forfás. During his career, in which he 
has lived and worked in seven European countries, he has commented frequently in the 
domestic and international media, for broadcasters such as CNN and the BBC and in 
print, for newspapers such as The International Herald Tribune and The Financial Times. 
His book Ireland, Europe and the World: Writings on a New Century was published in 2009.

Frank Connolly is a distinguished investigative journalist 
who has worked for most Irish national newspapers. 
While with The Sunday Business Post, he broke the story 
on planning corruption which led to the establishment of 
the Flood / Mahon Tribunal on planning and payments, 
and his reports on Garda corruption in Donegal led to the 
establishment of the Morris Tribunal. He also served as 
Northern Ireland editor of that paper during the years 
leading up to and following the Good Friday Agreement of 1998. His recent book, 
Thomas Gilmartin — the Man who brought down a Taoiseach (Gill & Macmillan, 2014), 
has been on the best seller list in Ireland for several months. He is currently Head of 
Communications with SIPTU, Ireland’s largest trade union, and is a regular contributor 
to Village Magazine and to other media publications and broadcasters.

Rita O’Reilly is the reporter behind several Prime Time 
and Prime Time Investigates documentaries, amongst them 
the highest ever rating Prime Time Investigates – Carry on 
Regardless, on Irish developers, and a report by Prime Time 
into the Stardust fire. Her work has helped contribute to 
political and legislative change. Her first programme, 
Prime Time Investigates internet child pornography, won 
TV Documentary of the Year (ESB National Media Awards, 
2003). Her reporting on the May 2013 documentary on suicides in the Irish army and 
anti-malarial drug Lariam won her Journalist of the Year at the Irish Medical Media 
Awards (RTÉ Investigations Unit, 2013) and she picked up two prizes at the 2014 Justice 
Media Awards. Her latest documentary was The Torture Files (RTÉ Investigations Unit, 
June 2014) on interrogation methods used during internment in Ireland and sanctioned 
by the British State. A former press and court reporter who co-authored an award-
winning bestseller on the Catherine Nevin murder trial, she is from Co. Galway. 
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Lauren Kierans is a practising barrister who specialises 
in whistleblowing law and is undertaking a PhD in this 
subject. She made a submission before the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Finance Public Expenditure and Reform on 
the Draft Heads of the Protected Disclosures in the Public 
Interest Bill 2012. On the subject of whistleblowing law, 
she has produced two country reports, presented a number 
of conference papers, and published articles in The Irish 
Business Law Review, The Law Society Gazette and The Sunday Business Post. She has 
been interviewed often on radio about whistleblowing legislation, most recently on 
Drive Time and Morning Ireland on RTÉ Radio 1. She is currently writing a textbook on 
whistleblowing law. She is a graduate of NUIG and TCD.

Gavin Sheridan was the first employee at Storyful 
(http://storyful.com) as its Director of Innovation from its 
inception in 2010 until after its acquisition by News Corp 
in December 2013 for €18m. There, he developed the core 
editorial techniques and web technologies that drove the 
discovery, verification and delivery of tens of thousands of 
videos (from user-generated sources) to global newsrooms 
— in events ranging from the Arab Spring to the London 
riots, the Boston bombing, the Ukraine revolution and indeed ‘cat videos’. In his spare 
time he co-founded TheStory.ie, a website which focuses on using access to information 
laws to obtain data and documents from governments. Efforts there led to him to 
train hundreds of journalists from around Europe on access to information strategies 
and techniques. That website has published dozens of front page stories, and carried 
out several successful Information Commissioner and High Court appeals regarding 
the public’s right to know, utilising the Aarhus Convention and multiple FOI regimes 
internationally. His efforts to get information from NAMA led to a High Court case which 
decided in 2013 that NAMA was subject to the Access to Information on the Environment 
(AIE) Regulations. That case was appealed to the Supreme Court and is awaiting a 
decision. He is also co-founder of KildareStreet.com, Ireland’s open parliament platform.

Stephen Kinsella is a Senior Lecturer in Economics at 
the Kemmy Business School, University of Limerick and a 
Research Fellow at the Geary Institute at UCD. He is a weekly 
columnist for The Irish Independent, and regularly briefs 
the Irish and international print, radio, and TV media on 
Irisheconomy.ie. He has written four books, Ireland in 2050: 
How we will be Living; Understanding Ireland’s Economic 
Crisis: Prospects for Recovery; QuickWin Economics; and 
Computable Economics, and some 25 journal articles. In addition to testimony before the 
Oireachtas, he has written policy pieces for publications like The New York Times, Harvard 
Business Review, Foreign Affairs, and VoxEU. He has a PhD from NUIG and a PhD from the 
New School for Social Research, New York.

Carmel Crimmins is a foreign correspondent with over a 
decade of experience working for Reuters news agency in 
Europe and Asia. Currently, as a senior financial services 
writer for Europe, Middle East and Africa, she helps steer 
coverage of the financial services sector across these 
regions. Before taking on the financial services beat in 
November 2012, she led Reuters in Ireland, helping to 
cover the country during its financial crisis. She was deputy 
bureau chief in the Philippines from 2006-2008 and was part of an awarding-winning 
Reuters’ multi-media team that reported from Myanmar in 2007 on the pro-democracy 
protests. She also reported on a devastating cyclone that hit that country in 2008. In 
both cases, she had to work incognito and with a high degree of risk because of the 
restrictions on reporting in Myanmar. Earlier this year, she was the Mary Raftery 
Journalism Fund’s nominee on an RTÉ Investigative Journalism course. She is a graduate 
of Trinity College Dublin and of the London School of Economics and Political Science.

Brian O’Donovan has been TV3’s Finance Correspondent 
since 2009 and has covered the country’s economic collapse 
and banking crisis as well as reporting on all the major 
business and finance stories for the station. Prior to being 
appointed to the role of Finance Correspondent, he worked 
as a news reporter for TV3, covering a variety of breaking 
stories at home and abroad. He has produced and presented 
several documentaries. He won a TV Now Award in 2009 for 
a crime series called Lawless Ireland which used undercover filming to expose criminal 
activities such as drug dealing, football hooliganism and late night street violence. He 
won a Justice Media Award in 2010 for a series of news reports on home repossessions, 
and again in 2011 for his coverage of the bankruptcy courts.

Kate Shanahan is Head of Journalism and 
Communications, DIT School of Media, and an award-
winning journalist and radio and TV producer. She has 
worked as a facilitator on the Council of Europe MEDIANE 
programme which is researching training tools around 
diversity in media. She began her career in The Irish Press 
and then moved to RTÉ Radio One where she worked as a 
senior / series producer across a wide range of programmes 
including Today with Pat Kenny, Liveline, Saturday View, Drivetime, Tonight with Vincent 
Browne, The Sunday Show and The Arts Show. Moving to the independent television 
sector, she worked as a producer, series producer and later executive producer in 
lifestyle and current affairs strands. She worked as senior producer on Election 2002 and 
Election 2007 for RTÉ Radio One as well as the 2007 Northern Ireland elections. She was 
series producer on The Big Bite with David McWilliams and Crimecall on RTÉ 1 TV. Her 
book Crimes worse than death (Cork University Press), an analysis of violence and social 
change in Irish society, won a Justice and the Media award. At DIT she lectures in both 
the taught MA and undergraduate journalism degree programmes. She has a BA from 
UL and an MPhil from TCD.

Séamus Dooley is Irish Secretary of the National Union of 
Journalists and served as a member of the Press Industry 
Steering Committee which laid the foundations for the 
Press Council of Ireland (PCI) and the Office of Press 
Ombudsman. He is a member of the PCI Code committee 
and of the administrative committee of the council. A 
native of Ferbane, Co Offaly, he is a graduate of the College 
of Commerce, Rathmines. He worked as a reporter with 
The Tullamore Tribune, was Editor of The Roscommon Champion and later a sub editor 
with The Irish Independent before his appointment as a full-time official with the NUJ. 
He is the official spokesperson for the union on industrial and professional issues and 
was a member of the union’s steering committee which drafted the NUJ submission 
to the Levenson Inquiry. He is a member of the Executive Council of the Irish Congress  
of Trade Union.

Margaret E. Ward is an entrepreneur and financial 
journalist. Over a 25-year career in journalism with The 
Irish Times, The Sunday Times and Newstalk 106-108FM, she 
demystified financial and economic concepts for audiences 
through the use of clear English, visual thinking, and 
humour. In recent years she established several voluntary 
groups to help journalists improve their skills: MediaThink, 
a peer-to-peer training network for journalists; the website 
journalist.ie, a shop-front for the work of freelance journalists; and Women on Air, a 
networking group and media resource tool that helps increase diversity on the airwaves. 
She began her career working in investment banking in New York City and moved to 
Dublin in 1995. Today, she is CEO of Clear Ink (http://clearink.ie) and Broadly Speaking 
(http://broadlyspeaking.ie).
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Julia Paul is a lecturer in the practice of broadcasting 
at Queen’s University Belfast, and an award-winning 
broadcast journalist, who has worked as a reporter and 
producer for BBC television and radio for nearly 20 years. 
As well as reporting for the BBC News Channel, Radio Five 
Live, Radio Four, and the World Service, she has also worked 
as a fixer/producer for Al Jazeera English and reported 
for The Mirror. In Northern Ireland she was the assistant 
producer and reporter for the influential television programme Hearts and Minds, which 
introduced new ways of covering politics as Northern Ireland moved to a post-conflict 
society. An analysis of her work for this programme will form the basis of her PhD. 
She also has extensive international experience in training journalists, specialising in 
countries emerging from conflict. She is currently working with women’s writing groups 
in Kabul in Afghanistan to collect oral histories and creative stories, as part of a research 
project funded by the British Council.

Reynaldo Rivera is Director of InterMedia Social Innov-
ation (www.intermediasocialinnovation.org), an interna-
tional NGO that designs and manages social innovation 
projects which promote the rights and development op-
portunities of children and young people, and of Interaxion 
(www.interaxiongroup.org), a social media education pro-
gramme for teenagers. He is Director of the Online Diploma 
in Human Rights (www.humanrightscourses.org), and lec-
tures on scientific journalism at Istmo University in Guatemala. He is the main researcher 
for Safe Social Media (www.safesocialmedia.eu), which is funded by the EU, and is a 
director of the Institute for University Cooperation (www.icu.it), an Italian NGO which 
carries out development projects in Africa, Latin America and Asia, and which is an ECHO 
(European Community Humanitarian Office) partner for emergency relief programmes. 
He was born and educated in Argentina.

Kevin O’Sullivan was appointed Editor of The Irish Times 
in June 2011. He had previously been News Editor (2006-
2011), Night Editor (2005-2006), Founding Editor of 
Healthplus supplement (2004-2005), Special Projects Editor 
(2000-2004), Deputy/Assistant News Editor (2000-2001), 
and Environmental & Food Science Correspondent (1997-
1999). Before joining The Irish Times, he worked with The 
Connacht Tribune and The Tuam Herald. He has a degree 
in microbiology and biochemistry from UCD, and a graduate diploma in journalism 
from DCU. He has a particular interest in the environment, science and technology. He 
directed a theatre production in Galway to mark the 75th anniversary of 1916.

David Nally has been Managing Editor, RTÉ Current Affairs 
(TV), since 2012. He produced the coverage of the visits of 
Queen Elizabeth and President Obama to Ireland in 2011, 
as well as Battle Station, a TV History of RTÉ Television, with 
John Bowman in 2012. He was Editor, The Frontline, from 
2009 to 2011; Editor, RTÉ Current Affairs (TV), from 2003 to 
2008; Executive Producer, Prime Time, from 2002 to 2003; 
and a reporter with RTÉ Current Affairs from 1994 to 2001. 
Before joining RTÉ, he was a reporter with The Sunday Tribune from 1989 to 1994. He 
studied Economics and Maths in TCD, obtained a Graduate Diploma in Journalism from 
DCU, and has a Masters in Business Studies from UCD.

Pádhraic Ó Ciardha is Leascheannasaí (Deputy Chief 
Executive) of TG4. He has been a senior executive with 
the station since its inception, almost twenty years ago. 
He has extensive experience in broadcasting policy and 
journalism, and was a central figure in the establishment 
and development of the Irish language television service. 
His earlier career had been in journalism and academics. His 
broadcasting career began when he established the Raidió 
na Gaeltachta bureau in Dublin. He went on to become a member of the team which 
devised and established the flagship breakfast time radio news programme Morning 
Ireland on RTÉ Radio 1 in the mid 1980s and was subsequently Programme Editor (radio 
and TV) with RTÉ’s Irish language Nuacht service. His current TG4 responsibilities include 
corporate affairs, compliance and complaints and public relations.

Pat Leahy is Acting Editor of The Sunday Business Post, 
and its Political Editor. He joined the paper in 1999 and 
has worked on its political staff since 2002. His first book, 
Showtime: the Inside Story of Fianna Fáil in Power, was 
published by Penguin in 2009 and became a best seller. 
In 2011 he made a two-part television documentary on 
the fall of the Fianna Fáil-Greens coalition, Crisis: Inside 
the Cowen Government, which was broadcast by RTÉ 1 TV. 
Last year, his second book, The Price of Power: Inside Ireland’s Crisis Coalition was also 
published by Penguin. From Clonmel, he attended school at Rockwell College, holds 
a degree in law from University College Dublin, and was a Reuters fellow at Oxford 
University. While studying at UCD, he founded the weekly newspaper, The University 
Observer, with comedian Dara O’Briain.

Noel Doran is the Editor of the Irish News. He was 
appointed to the post in 1999, and is now the longest serving 
editor of any Irish daily newspaper, north or south. He joined 
the paper as deputy editor in 1993, having previously been 
duty news editor with Downtown Radio, local government 
correspondent of the Belfast Telegraph, and a news reporter 
with the same paper in both Belfast and Derry. His 
journalistic career began with the Antrim Guardian in 1978.

Paul Drury served as Managing Editor of Associated 
Newspapers Ireland from 2008 until 2011 and now works as 
a freelance columnist and commentator. He is a member of 
the Press Council of Ireland. A native of Dublin, he was the 
launch editor of the Irish Daily Mail in 2006. In a journalistic 
career spanning more than 30 years, he also served as editor 
of the Irish Mail on Sunday, Ireland on Sunday, the Evening 
Herald, the Irish Daily Star and the weekly Irish language 
newspaper, Amárach, as well as holding a number of senior editorial positions with  
The Irish Independent. He has a BA in Journalism and an MA in Applied Irish from DIT.

Gerard Ryle is the director of the International Consortium 
of Investigative Journalists (www.icij.org) in Washington, 
an organization that brings investigative reporters from 
around the world to work on major cross-border projects. In 
2013 and 2014, ICIJ brought together 112 journalists from 
more than 50 countries to work on a massive leak of tax 
haven data. It made headlines around the world and led to 
resignations, changes in law, and other government actions 
on four continents. It was described as perhaps the biggest cross-border collaboration in 
journalism history. Before joining as the ICIJ’s first non-American director in September 
2011, he spent 26 years working as an investigative reporter, author and editor in 
Australia and in his native Ireland. He won Australia’s top journalism prize five times 
and has numerous other awards, including honours from the Overseas Press Club of 
America, Investigative Reporters and Editors, Harvard, and the University of Liege. He 
is a graduate of the College of Commerce, Rathmines and a former Knight-Wallace 
Journalism Fellow at the University of Michigan. His first jobs in journalism were at The 
Sligo Champion, The Longford Leader and The Longford News. In May 2014 he was named 
one of 100 “Information Heroes” in honour of World Press Freedom Day by Reporters 
Without Borders, where his work with ICIJ was described as “the future of investigative 
journalism worldwide.”



Cleraun media ConferenCes

Scheduled to take place every two years, the Cleraun Media Conferences began in 1986 and have gradually grown in stature. They 
now constitute an important forum where media practitioners can address and discuss ethical and professional issues which arise in 
the course of their work in a positive and constructive way. The Cleraun Media Forum, with its evening seminars between conferences, 
helps to make this an on-going process.

Earlier conferences led to the 
publication of the following books:

Media in Ireland: the search for diversity 
(ISBN 1-85182-315-8)

Media in Ireland:  
the search for ethical journalism 
(ISBN 1-85182-509-6)

Media in Ireland: issues in broadcasting 
(ISBN 1-85182-624-6)

Speakership from Ireland at the Cleraun Media Conferences and Cleraun Media Forum have included: 
(in alphabetical order)

David Adams, Tony Allwright, Rolande Anderson, Kevin Bakhurst, Michael Beattie, David Begg, Trevor Birney, Conor Brady, Mark Brennock, John Burke, Jack Byrne,  
Anne Cadwallader, Colman Candy, Sarah Carey, Marc Coleman, Bob Collins, Tim Pat Coogan, Farrel Corcoran, Carol Coulter, Paul Cullen, Noel Curran, Mary Curry, Jim Cusack, 
David Davin-Power, Jamie D’Alton, Jamie Delargy, Richard Delevan, Noel Dempsey, Stephen Desmond, Noel Doran, Jim Dougal, Richard Downes, Joe Duffy, Roisín Duffy,  
Clare Duignan, Sean Duignan, Martina Durac, Ryle Dwyer, Rachael English, Mick Fealty, Brian Feeney, Peter Feeney, Mary Fitzgerald, Martin Fitzpatrick, Philip Gallagher,  
Alan Gilsenan, Cathal Goan, Leo Goodstadt, Bernie Grogan, Ursula Halligan, Hugh Hannigan, Noirin Hegarty, Mark Hennessy, Peter Johnston, Peter Kelly, Mary Kenny,  
John Kerry Keane, Colm Keena, Damien Kiberd, Ian Kirk-Smith, Tom Kitt, Pat Leahy, George Lee, Joe Lee, Matt Leigh, Hugh Linehan, Andrew Lynch, Alf McCreary,  
Dearbhail McDonald, Michael McDowell, Juno McEnroe, Eugene McGee, Louis McRedmond, Adrian Moynes, Joe Mulholland, Mags Murphy, Paddy Murray, Breda O’Brien,  
Mark O’Brien, Ciaran O’Connor, Rory O’Connor, Maggie O’Kane, Emily O’Reilly, Barbara O’Shea, Tomás Ó Síocháin, Kevin O’Sullivan, Andy Pollak, Martina Purdy, David Quinn, 
Kevin Rafter, Colm Rapple, Richard Roche, John Rosborough, Des Rushe, Stephen Ryan, Kate Shanahan, Helen Shaw, Maurice Sweeney, Ronan Tynan, Mary Wilson,  
Kieron Wood, Joe Zefran.

14th Cleraun 
Media Conference 

Dublin

Conflict Resolution Journalism + 
Professional Integrity and Ethics

Friday 19th, Saturday 20th, Sunday 21st October 2012

1972, Belfast, 
 Lenadoon Avenue: 

Peter Taylor, a speaker at this 
conference, and a BBC TV  

crew being attacked by  
loyalists at the moment an IRA 

ceasefire was broken  
(Photo: ©victorpatterson.com).  

2012, Libya, the frontline:  
Marie Colvin (shown in both photos), award-winning journalist with The Sunday Times, was killed 

by an artillery shell in Homs (Syria) in February 2012. Her photographer colleague, Paul Conroy 
(with helmet), a speaker at this conference, was seriously injured (Photos: Paul Conroy).

THE CARNEGIE  
CHALLENGE

The need for a  
change in culture 

 - reflections 
on the 

Leveson Inquiry

Cleraun Award  
for Outstanding 
Contribution to 

Journalism

•	 Limited on-street parking is available in the general vicinity, 

but please ensure that you are legally parked and not 

blocking any gateways. Parking is also available in the 

general vicinity of Mount Merrion church, which is about 8 

minutes’ walk from Cleraun.

•	 Buses which pass nearby: 2, 3, 11, 17, 46a

Media ReportsCleraun

Cleraun is a university centre and residence for third level 

students. It has study rooms, lecture and seminar facilities, which 

are open to non-resident students. Opened in 1982, it has 

organised many cultural and educational activities for students, 

including aid projects in rural Uganda, in the Andes mountains of 

Peru, in Russia and in the Baltic countries. 

Cleraun has a small oratory and a resident chaplain. Activities of 

Christian formation are entrusted to Opus Dei (www.opusdei.ie), 

a prelature of the Catholic Church, which offers pastoral care and 

spiritual guidance to help people encounter God in everyday life.  

Cleraun Media Conferences
Scheduled to take place every two years, the Cleraun Media Conferences began in 1986 and have gradually grown in stature. They now 

constitute an important forum where media practitioners can address and discuss ethical and professional issues which arise in the course 

of their work in a positive and constructive way. The Cleraun Media Forum, with its evening seminars between conferences, helps to make 

this an on-going process. 

Speakers from Ireland at the Cleraun Media Conferences and Cleraun Media Forum have included: 
(in alphabetical order) 

David Adams, Tony Allwright, Rolande Anderson, Michael Beattie, David Begg, Conor Brady, Mark Brennock, John Burke, Jack Byrne, Colman Candy, 
Sarah Carey, Marc Coleman, Bob Collins, Tim Pat Coogan, Farrel Corcoran, Carol Coulter, Paul Cullen, Noel Curran, Mary Curry, Jim Cusack,  
David Davin-Power, Jamie Delargy, Richard Delevan, Noel Dempsey, Stephen Desmond, Noel Doran, Jim Dougal, Richard Downes, Joe Duffy,  
Roisín Duffy, Clare Duignan, Sean Duignan, Martina Durac, Ryle Dwyer, Rachael English, Mick Fealty, Brian Feeney, Peter Feeney, Mary Fitzgerald,  
Martin Fitzpatrick, Philip Gallagher, Cathal Goan, Leo Goodstadt, Bernie Grogan, Ursula Halligan, Hugh Hannigan, Noirin Hegarty, Mark Hennessy,  
Peter Johnston, Peter Kelly, Mary Kenny, John Kerry Keane, Colm Keena, Damien Kiberd, Ian Kirk-Smith, Tom Kitt, Pat Leahy, George Lee, Joe Lee, 
Andrew Lynch, Alf McCreary, Dearbhail McDonald, Michael McDowell, Juno McEnroe, Eugene McGee, Louis McRedmond, Adrian Moynes,  
Joe Mulholland, Mags Murphy, Paddy Murray, Breda O’Brien, Mark O’Brien, Rory O’Connor, Maggie O’Kane, Emily O’Reilly, Tomás Ó Síocháin,  
Kevin O’Sullivan, Andy Pollak, Martina Purdy, David Quinn, Kevin Rafter, Colm Rapple, Richard Roche, John Rosborough, Des Rushe, Stephen Ryan, 
Kate Shanahan, Helen Shaw, Maurice Sweeney, Ronan Tynan, Mary Wilson, Kieron Wood, Joe Zefran. 

Earlier conferences led to the publication 
of the following books:

•	 Media in Ireland: issues in broadcasting  

(ISBN 1-85182-624-6)

•	 Media in Ireland: the search for ethical journalism  

(ISBN 1-85182-509-6)

•	 Media in Ireland: the search for diversity  

(ISBN 1-85182-315-8)

Registration
To attend the conference, prior registration is required.  

Only those who have registered and paid in advance can be 

guaranteed a place.

The conference fees, which include lunch and  

coffee breaks, are:

Student: €30

Other: €75

Register at: www.cleraunmedia.com

Contact 
Cleraun Media Conferences

90 Foster Avenue

Mount Merrion

County Dublin

Tel:  +353 1 288 1734

Mob:  +353 86 859 6052

Email:  info@cleraunmedia.com

Web:  www.cleraunmedia.com

Sponsorship
Sponsorships for 2012 are gratefully acknowledged from: the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland; the Press Council & Press Ombudsman; 

the Carnegie UK Trust; RTÉ; The Irish Times; The Irish Farmers’ Journal; FÁS Screen Training Ireland.

Papers from subsequence conferences are available at www.cleraunmedia.com.
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OPINION POLL
US ELECTION

“

Poll shows vast majority back Obama
The Irish electorate is
firmly in favour ofWhite
House incumbent
Barack Obama, who has
a 79% approval rating,
in comparison to 5% for
Republican hopeful
Mitt Romney, writes
StephenCollins,
Political Editor

THE VAST majority of Irish
voters want Barack Obama to win
the US presidential election in less
than three weeks time, according
to the latest Irish Times/Ipsos
MRBI poll. It shows a tiny level of
support among the electorate for
Republican challenger Mitt
Romney.
When asked who they would

support if they had a vote in the
US election, 79 per cent of
respondents said Obama while
just 5 per cent opted for Romney
and 16 per cent had no opinion.
The survey was undertaken last

Monday and Tuesday among
a representative sample of
1,000 voters aged 18 and over, in
face-to-face interviews at
100 sampling points in all
constituencies. The margin of
error is plus or minus 3 per cent.
Fine Gael voters give twice as

much support to Romney than
supporters of any other party but,
even so, 81 per cent of them would
prefer to see an Obama victory.
Labour voters are the least

likely to back the Republican
challenger, with just 3 per cent of
them in his camp. Better-off AB
voters are twice as likely to
support Mr Romney as those in

the poorest DE socio-economic
category, but again the level of
support for Obama in both groups
is overwhelming.
Support for the incumbent is

consistent across all age groups
with a slight dip in the over-65s,
who are more likely than any
other age category to back
Romney.
Overwhelming support among

voters for the Democratic Party
candidate is due in part to the
historical associations between
the party and this country as well
as a clear preference for Obama
over Romney.
While Irish-American voters

are no longer nearly as supportive
of the Democrats as they were in
the past, the view from this side of

the Atlantic has not changed.
The response of the Irish public

to visits from Democratic
presidents John F Kennedy, Bill
Clinton and Obama was in stark
contrast to the muted reception
afforded to Republicans Richard
Nixon and George W Bush.
Ronald Reagan, who secured a

significant proportion of Irish
American vote, received a slightly
better reception in Ireland than
other Republican presidents. But
he also attracted considerable
hostility over American foreign
policy.
One of those who led the

anti-Reagan protests was
President Michael D Higgins.

US election coverage: page 9

Fianna Fáil leader Micheál Martin (background centre) with party members at the annual Wolfe Tone commemoration at Bodenstown yesterday. Photograph: Cyril Byrne
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PAUL CONROY isn’t a fan of
crawling through cramped
tunnels. “Potholing should be
banned,” the British
photojournalist joked at the
Cleraun Media Conference in
Dublin on Saturday. When you
have to bend double as Syrian
rebels smuggle you into a combat
zone through an increasingly
airless 3km storm drain it helps to
have a dark sense of humour.
The storm drain, 4ft high, was

the route he took with his
colleague, Sunday Times foreign
correspondent Marie Colvin, last
February on their way to Baba
Amr, a district in the Syrian city of
Homs.
Conroy was badly wounded in

Baba Amr in a shellfire attack that
killed Colvin and French
photographer Rémi Ochlik.
Conroy thought the shelling

had stopped and was reaching for
his camera when the final shell
landed. He reached down to find
there was a big hole in his left leg.
“I just felt like someone had hit

me with a hammer.”

He tied his wound with an
cable. “That’s when I went looking
for Marie. I fell over her in the
rubble. I knew instantly that she
was dead.”
A fraught escape from Syria on

the back of a motorbike and
multiple operations later, Conroy
is now recovering.
He uses a crutch and is on

morphine, but owes his life to the
Syrian field hospital that treated
him – there was no anaesthetic,

just the odd cigarette.
“I didn’t get out for six days,

which was a bit hairy, because
they had our location and they
were trying to bomb us,” Conroy
recalled.
Journalists used to be seen as

set apart from combatants – in the
Balkans in the 1990s he had been
able to cross from one side to
another, staying both independent
and safe. It’s not like that
anymore, which poses ethical
challenges as well as immediate
dangers. Journalists are targets.”
The night before Colvin died

they had decided she should do
live Skype reports for CNN and
BBCWorld in case this was their
last opportunity.
“Really, that was the beginning

of our end, the live transmissions,
because Marie was so powerful
and she summed up the brutality
of what was happening,” he said.
“We must have irritated someone
in Damascus.”
After he returned home he

discovered there had been a
$1 million bounty on his head just
for being in Syria. “I thought I was
only worth 85 quid.”

This survey in the Republic of
Ireland was conducted
exclusively on behalf of The
Irish Times by Ipsos MRBI,
among a national quota sample
of 1,000 representative of the
c.3.4 million adults aged 18

upwards, covering 100
sampling points throughout all
constituencies in the Republic
of Ireland.
Personal in-home

interviewing took place on
October 15th and 16th, and the
accuracy level is estimated to
be approximately plus or minus
3 per cent.
In all respects, the survey

was conducted within the
guidelines laid down by The
Marketing Society of Ireland,
and by ESOMAR.
Extracts from the report may be
quoted or published on
condition that due
acknowledgement is given to
The Irish Times and Ipsos MRBI.

Stormont chiefs put parties
‘ahead of common good’

Photojournalist recalls shellfire
attack that killed colleagues

EYEWITNESS

Marie Colvin: “summed up the
brutality of what was happening”

MRBI
POLL

THE IRISH TIMES

If you had a vote in the
forthcoming presidential election
in theUS,which of the
contenderswould you support?

Mitt Romney: 5%
Barack Obama: 79%
No opinion: 16%

Martin slates ‘complacency’ by
Governmenton issues inNorth

FIANNA FÁIL leader Micheál
Martin has launched a scathing att-
ack on the main governing parties
in Northern Ireland while accus-
ing the Government of ignoring
serious problems north of the
Border.
In an address at the annual

Wolfe Tone commemoration at
Bodenstown, Co Kildare, Mr
Martin claimed the Democratic
Unionists and Sinn Féin con-
stantly put party interests ahead of
the common good at Stormont.
Stressing that much work still

had to be done to end division and
sectarianism in Northern Ireland,
he characterised Taoiseach Enda
Kenny’s attitude to cross-Border
matters as one of disengagement
and complacency.
“Unfortunately too many

people today think that the work is
over – that we can take for granted
what has been achieved,” he said.
“This could be a mistake of his-

toric proportions. The Irish Gov-
ernment has dramatically reduced
its level of engagement with north-
ern affairs. Given the effort that
went into this process over a very

long time by very many people,
this sort of disengagement and
complacency by our own Govern-
ment is unacceptable.
“I know that these are hard

words, but they are fully borne out
by the reality. The Taoiseach has
had the bare minimum of meet-
ings concerning the North and has
outlined not a single new item for
his agenda. There has been no
attempt to move the process to the
next stage. There has been no
push for initiatives to undertake
vital anti-sectarian work. There
has been no discussion of how the
long-term roots of division and
underdevelopment are to be
tackled.”
Mr Martin then turned his crit-

ical focus to the main parties in
Northern Ireland, claiming the
popular legitimacy of the power-
sharing institutions was in danger
of being undermined.
“The peace process was always

intended to be about more than an
absence of violence,” he said.
“The people of the North des-

erve a political system that deliv-
ers progress, that demonstrates

that politics works and is about
making their lives better.
“Any calm and objective anal-

ysis of the performance of the
Assembly and Executive over the
last year would, very reluctantly,
have to question whether they are
delivering in these terms.
“There have been notable suc-

cesses – the Our Time, Our Place
[tourism] campaign has been excel-
lent, but we have seen just five
pieces of legislation pass through
the Assembly and we have seen
the news dominated by old
parades politics.
“More depressingly, we have

also seen things get worse across a
range of key indices.
“For example, the North was

confirmed as having the highest
levels of child poverty in the rele-
vant comparisons, with an average
of 28 per cent. West Belfast cur-
rently has a staggering 46.2 per
cent of children living in poverty.
“Most of the major advances in

the peace process required years
of work in getting the DUP and
Sinn Féin to change their policies.
Getting them to accept the princi-
ples of the [Belfast] agreement in
all their dimensions delayed its full
implementation for nearly a decade.

“It is at best foolish and at worst
reckless to step back and believe
that the DUP and Sinn Féin are
capable of working in the interests
of all groups. They have constantly
shown an interest in putting party
interests ahead of broader inter-
ests.
“Playing politics and putting

their party interest first is a con-
sistent part of [Sinn Féin’s] ide-
ology – something we see every
day in the Dáil,” he said. “They
have also refused to acknowledge
the founding logic of the peace
process . . . that the campaign of
violence and division was wrong.”

Arts, page 12

AIDAN
DUNNE

LAURA SLATTERY

RTÉ’S INVESTIGATIVE current
affairs programmes will be back
on air “big time” within a few
months, but the broadcaster’s jour-
nalism continues to face financial
pressures, warned managing
director of RTÉ News and Current
Affairs Kevin Bakhurst.
In his first public address since

joining RTÉ from the BBC in Sep-
tember, Mr Bakhurst yesterday
told the Cleraun Media Confer-
ence in Dublin that despite the
“partial shield” of public funding,
RTÉ had to contend with “an
800lb gorilla” in the shape of
BSkyB.
“Sky is sucking money out of

the marketplace,” he said.
Mr Bakhurst confirmed that

RTÉ will review the impact that
the closure of its London bureau
has had on its coverage and will
look at whether the practice of
sending reporters to and from
Britain to cover stories such as
that of the missing Welsh child
April Jones was “the most efficient
way of doing it”.
The former controller of the

BBC News channel said he had
made it clear when he took the
RTÉ job that it “absolutely should
be in the game” when it comes to
foreign news, but he cautioned
that such coverage could be
“highly expensive”.
He added that he would have

preferred if experienced news
staff who accepted voluntary
redundancy or early retirement
offers had stayed, but “RTÉ
needed the money”.
He also ruled out the possibility

of launching a breakfast television
show. “Breakfast television isn’t
cheap . . . it costs money,” he said.
However, RTÉ plans to develop
the RTÉ News Now channel, “and
that might include beefing up
some of the earlier coverage”.
Mr Bakhurst said it was impor-

tant for the broadcaster to get
investigative journalism back on
screen following the hiatus that
resulted from the A Mission to
Prey libel, which led to the axing
of the Prime Time Investigates
series earlier this year.
“We still maintain a level of

trust that many othermedia organ-
isations would envy,” he said.
“However, we do have to acknowl-
edge our journalism costs money
to deliver.”
When it comes to the future

shape of RTÉ, “a lot depends” on
commercial revenue trends: “RTÉ
has made a commitment to break
even next year. It’s no secret, and
TV3 has said the same, that com-
mercial income is down badly.”
The conference is held at Cler-

aun’s university centre near UCD,
where spiritual guidance is pro-
vided by the Catholic institution
Opus Dei.
National Union of Journalists’

Irish secretary Séamus Dooley
said the “appalling” treatment of
Irish Sun staff demonstrated that
Rupert Murdoch had failed to
learn the lessons of the Leveson
inquiry into UK press standards.
Six employees of the Irish Sun

based in its newsroom have been
told they will be made redundant
following editor Mick McNiffe’s
exit and a decision by News Inter-
national to implement changes
described as bringing “more of the
DNA that lies at the heart of the
Sun into the Irish edition”.
Mr Dooley said he had “experi-

enced directly the fear felt by
News International staff deemed
to lack what was called the Sun
DNA” and said they were
being denied the right to collective
representation.

Throughout the 20th century, photography supplanted painting as the
medium for dealing visually with, for example, landscape and current events

Investigative current
affairs to returnbut
RTÉ facespressures

Kevin Bakhurst: ruled out
possibility of breakfast TV show
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MUCHOF THE advertiser-funded programming on Irish
television wouldn’t be allowed in Britain because the
regulator there takes a tougher line on the practice,
according to a Channel 4 executive.
“AFP [advertiser funded programming] works better

here, because you’re able to weave the brands into the
stories better,” Channel 4’s director of sales Jonathan
Allan told the Redefining TV event organised by the
advertising agency Carat Ireland last week.
“In the UK, it has to be completely passive,” he said.

“Ofcom is very strict and we sometimes skirt too close
to the regulations and get a slap on the wrist.”
Advertiser-funded programming is the umbrella

term used in the industry for practices including
product placement, sponsorship, naming rights and,
more recently, the creation of programmes in
consultation with advertisers from scratch.
Although paid product placement used to be banned

on Irish TV on the grounds it constituted surreptitious
advertising, the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland gave
the go-ahead to the practice for certain programme
genres last year in line with a relaxation of EU rules.

The two highest profile examples of
advertiser-funded programming on Irish TV have been
TV3’s the Apprentice, where brand involvement in the
format’s weekly tasks for contestants predated the
relaxation of product placement rules, and the opening
last November of a Spar shop in Carrigstown, the
fictional Dublin suburb in RTÉ’s soap Fair City.
Adrian Lynch, managing director of Animo

Television, which co-owns formats such as Celebrity
Bainisteoir and Anonymous, told the Carat conference
that the practice in Irish programme-making was a
growing trend.
“Of the 12 series we are producing this year, five of

them have advertiser funding and, in some cases, we’re
dealing directly with the brand, not their agency.”
RTÉ’s new 16-part movie show, produced by Animo,

will include some “brand favourability”, he said, while
Animo’s recently aired six-part series The Gathering –
Homeward Bound was part-funded by The Gathering
Ireland 2013.
“I would say in terms of AFP, there are no rules,”

Lynch says. However, it helps to have “truly

cross-platform commissioning” and landmark
television properties that include “strong story-telling
that offers emotional engagement”.
In content-based messages, the brand is “mostly

concealed”, he adds. “Programmes are not adverts and
viewers have a different expectation when they sit
down.”
RTÉ Television’s commercial director Geraldine

O’Leary says RTÉ has “an AFP list” for programme
ideas. “We have an AFP list, as we call it, where all the
commissioners come to the meeting and say, ‘We want
to make this programme – do you have a brand that has
synergy with it?’ ”
RTÉ has signed a deal with Bank of Ireland for the

fifth series of Dragon’s Den, which will be on screen in
March 2013.
“The stings you see on air are only a microcosm of

what Bank of Ireland does for Dragon’s Den,” says
O’Leary, pointing to the “multi-layers” of the bank’s
involvement in the programme.
“Bank of Ireland are not just the sponsor of Dragon’s

Den, they are the advertiser funder of Dragon’s Den.”

‘Dissident journalists’ find
the going tough up North

Products put in their place on Irish TV

LAURASLATTERY

REPORTERS IN Northern Ireland who go
against official lines are being dubbed
“dissident journalists”, documentary maker
Trevor Birney told the Cleraun Media
Conference in Dublin last weekend.
“I think it’s incredible that someone could

come up with the phrase dissident journalism,
never mind use it as a label,” he said.
“Dissident” journalists would find it “very

difficult to shake off” the tag when dealing
with “obfuscating” official sources, he said.
The lack of an opposition in the Northern

Ireland parliament as a result of the
power-sharing agreement makes the
problems of a weak fourth estate “particularly
acute”, he argued.
Newspapers in Belfast are struggling “to do

anything other than copy and paste press
releases”, while British television regulator
Ofcom’s decision to slash UTV’s current
affairs obligations in 2009 has also had a
wider impact on investigative journalism in

the region, said Birney, who co-founded the
production company Below the Radar. It also
runs the philanthropy-funded investigative
news website, the Detail.
“This year has been the worst year for BBC

investigations,” he said. “We’ve got a huge
amount of talk, but we have very little
investigative journalism.”
An Ofcom report published in July found

that broadcasters’ total spending on current
affairs in Northern Ireland had declined by 36
per cent since 2006 – a larger decrease than
in England, Scotland and Wales. Spending on
the genre plunged 23 per cent between 2010
and 2011.
Birney says there are 160 press officers in

Stormont – more than there are journalists in
Belfast newsrooms.
“Many of the press officers take Alistair

Campbell as the person they want to be,” he
told the conference, not intending it as a
compliment.

‘Pretending
to be Irish’
pays off for
UK titles – but
for how long?

REAL-TIME BIDDING for display advertising is set to
take a bigger slice of the online market over the next
couple of years, according to a new company that uses this
system to match online publishers’ inventory with
advertisers who want to chase specific audiences.
“The conventional way of buying digital display

advertising is in a state of flux,” says Ignite Digital founder
John Dunne.
Real-time bidding is an automated technology that

allows buyers and sellers to trade display advertising
inventory on an ad exchange platform. It is used alongside
user data and so can help advertisers target their ads with
greater efficiency.
Though the Irish market has been “relatively

conservative and slow to embrace change”, Dunne
estimates that real-time bidding sales in Ireland will reach
¤6.4 million by 2015.
Premium publishers – the major media sites – stand to

gain the most from real-time bidding, he adds.
Around three-quarters of advertising campaigns

currently appear beside “undesirable content”, says Conor
Mullen, commercial director for RTÉ Digital.

BACKPAGE

The real deal in
online adverts

Atlantic crossing
for stars of TV3

ALAN CROSBIE, chairman of
debt-strapped media group Thomas
Crosbie Holdings, is probably better

known for his pop at “the threat to humanity”
posed by “new media” than he is for his views
on the British-owned newspapers that have
come over here, stealing our readers. But UK
papers are the “biggest problem” in the Irish
market, he said last year. “They pay no VAT
over there, there’s no VAT on the bulk of their
circulation. Then they publish here and
pretend to be Irish.”
Ouch. “Pretending to be Irish” has certainly

worked out quite well up to now for the
British-owned press. The Irish Sun is the third
biggest selling morning newspaper in Ireland
with a circulation of 72,499, while the Irish
Daily Mirror and the Irish Daily Mail both
shift an average of more than 50,000 copies.
The two titles to have seen their circulation

hold up the best over the last five years – a
time of general bloodbath – have been two
British-owned Sunday titles, the Sunday Times
and the Irish Mail on Sunday. And when the
Sun on Sunday launched in February, it may
have failed to recapture all of the News of the
World’s abandoned circulation, but it didn’t
have any difficulty attracting Taoiseach Enda

Kenny as a guest columnist.
Mail-owner Associated Newspapers was the

last to the localised-content party, and, who
knows, it may be the last to leave. This week it
announced that Sebastian Hamilton, former
Irish Mail on Sunday editor, took over from
Eric Bailey as editor-in-chief of the two Irish
Mail titles. But unlike last week’s change of
the guard at the Irish Sun – which saw
Michael McNiffe replaced on an interim basis
by Paul Hudson, the assistant editor of the
Sun in London – the Mail’s reshuffle does not
appear to be coinciding with any
retrenchment.
Indeed, its attention to Ireland may be

protected in the long term by MailOnline’s
discovery of an audience here – the site pulls
in 1.7 million monthly unique visitors
(compared to 4.5 million at RTÉ.ie and four
million for Irishtimes.com).
Irish readers who love a good “sidebar of

shame” would presumably have little truck
with Crosbie’s argument that UK-owned press
groups’ presence in the Irish market infringes
on our democracy. In any case, relations
between “indigenous” newspapers and those
ultimately controlled from London have
generally calmed down since the days when

the former group could be heard fuming
about predatory pricing.
There are still flare-ups. It was 1916 all over

again when Michael O’Kane, the suspended
editor of the Irish Daily Star, published
topless pictures of Kate Middleton in
September. This Anglo-Irish cultural skirmish
had the distinction of taking place between
not rivals, but business associates –
Independent News &Media and Richard
Desmond’s Northern & Shell, the two 50:50
partners in Independent Star Ltd.
Desmond’s threat of “immediate” closure

lifted, but the incident was a reminder that
Northern & Shell, just like News International
or Trinity Mirror, could stop bothering with
the tiny Irish market at pretty much any time.
This would be good news for the titles that
hang around long enough to mop up bereft
readers – or try to – and bad news for their
employees.
But media groups don’t have to stop going

on sale here to stop employing people here, as
the six newsroom staff at the Irish Sun
threatened with redundancy last week know
all too well. In an email described as
“worrying and bizarre” by the National Union
of Journalists, Sun editor Dominic Mohan told

staff the company need to make “significant
changes” to secure its future.
“Our guiding principle is to bring more of

the DNA that lies at the heart of the Sun into
the Irish edition without compromising the
paper’s Irish identity,” he wrote.
(A cynic might say this means Niall Horan

will remain its favourite member of One
Direction, rather than, say, Harry Styles, and
that there will continue to be more glowing
pictures of Úna Healy than of her Saturdays
bandmate Mollie King.)
It is this reference to “DNA” that has

triggered alarm at the NUJ, with general
secretary Michelle Stanistreet calling on News
International to clarify the use of the term.
“Will staff be targeted for redundancy on

the basis of not having the ‘Sun DNA’?” she
asked. “How is it defined and is it a national
characteristic?”
So far, there is no word on the subject from

Rupert Murdoch, who earlier this year visited
the offices of the Irish Sun, posing with a
hurley and describing the paper as a “massive
success”. The decision to cut jobs and
introduce “more of the DNA that lies at the
heart of the Sun” sends a less friendly
message.
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Bank backing: RTÉ has signed a deal with Bank of Ireland for the fifth series of Dragon’s Den, which will be on screen in March next year. Photograph: Brenda Fitzsimons
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There are still flare-ups.
It was 1916 all over
again when Michael
O’Kane, the suspended
editor of the ‘Irish Daily
Star’, published topless
pictures of Kate
Middleton in September

Seat of power: there are 160 press officers in Stormont – more than there are journalists
in Belfast newsrooms, according to documentary maker Trevor Birney

TV3 HAS made its content available on Roku, an internet
television and gaming streaming box used by 2.5 million
homes in the US and Canada, as well as a growing number
of households in Britain.
Viewers in those countries who subscribe to the TV3

channel via the Roku player for a price of $7.99, C$7.99 or
£4.99 per month can access TV3 home programming,
including Ireland AM, Midday, Tonight with Vincent
Browne and the broadcaster’s revamped news bulletin The
5:30.
The shows will be made available on the service

immediately after they are broadcast.
“From TV3’s point of view, Roku offers a low cost way

to get our home produced content to an international
audience cost effectively,” said Stephen Grant, director of
online. There are currently 18 programmes on the TV3
Roku channel.
Roku boxes – “barely larger than a beermat” according

to the company behind the devices – are used to stream
popular catch-up services such as the BBC iPlayer and
subscription-charging on-demand services such as Netflix
via standard television sets. New audience: Vincent Browne

in association with

The closing date for applications is: 3rd December 2012 at 5pm

RECOGNISING INNOVATIVE THINKING IN BUSINESS

AWARDS 2013

THE IRISH TIMES

CALL FOR ENTRIES

The Irish Times InterTradeIreland Innovation Awards,
now in its 4th year, is very much about making great
ideas work. It enables small, medium and large public
or private organisations, right across the island’s
business spectrum, to promote leading product,
service or operational innovations. The categories
for 2013 are:

Follow us on @ITInnovationmag
#InnovationAwards

1. AGRI-FOOD INNOVATION

2. LIFE SCIENCES INNOVATION

3. GREENTECH INNOVATION

4. BUSINESS SERVICES INNOVATION

5. SOCIAL INNOVATION

6. CREATIVE INDUSTRIES INNOVATION

For further information and to enter go to:

www.irishtimes.com/innovationawards
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Cleraun is a university centre and residence for third level 
students. It has study rooms, lecture and seminar facilities, 
which are open to non-resident students. Opened in 1982, 
it has organised many cultural and educational activities for 
students, including aid projects rural Uganda, in the Andes 
mountains of Peru, in Russia and the Baltic countries.

Cleraun has a small oratory and a resident chaplain.  
Activities of Christian formation are entrusted to Opus Dei  
(www.opusdei.ie), a prelature of the Catholic Church, which 
offers pastoral care and spiritual guidance to help people 
encounter God in everyday life.
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should the markets reiGn supreme?

Because risk from banking is more abstract than risk from plane crashes or shoddy bridge construction, flawed claims 
about banking may have more staying power. However, the harm from a distorted and dangerous financial system is 
large and affects many people. The current regulations can be greatly improved, bringing large benefits to society. And 
understanding the issues does not require advanced training. If more people understand the issues, we have a chance 
of getting serious reform.

Anat Admati, Professor of Finance and Economics, Stanford University, Statement to the US Senate Committee on Banking, 31 July 2014

It’s as if people are applying to housing an idea described by Frederick Lewis Allen in his 1931 book, Only Yesterday. 
Before the stock market collapsed in 1929, he said, people thought that “every crash of the past few years had been 
followed by a recovery, and that every recovery had ultimately brought prices to a new high point. Two steps up, one 
step down, two steps up again — that was how the market went.”  Well, people have certainly been right that there will 
always be steps up and down. Unfortunately, there is no certainty that the ups will outnumber the downs.

Robert Schiller, Sterling Professor of Economics, Yale University, and joint winner of the 2013 Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences,  
in his New York Times column, 29 September 2013

The current financial crisis can make us overlook the fact that it originated in a profound human crisis: the denial of 
the primacy of the human person! ... To all this we can add widespread corruption and self-serving tax evasion, which 
have taken on worldwide dimensions ... In this system, which tends to devour everything which stands in the way of 
increased profits, whatever is fragile, like the environment, is defenceless before the interests of a deified market, which 
becomes the only rule ... Ethics has come to be viewed with a certain scornful derision. It is seen as counterproductive, 
too human, because it makes money and power relative. It is felt to be a threat, since it condemns the manipulation and 
debasement of the person.

Pope Francis, The Joy of the Gospel, 24 November 2013

to attend the conference, prior registration is required. 
only those who have registered and paid in advance can 
be guaranteed a place.

the conference fees, which include lunch and coffee
breaks, are:

student:  €30

other:  €60

register at:  www.cleraunmedia.com
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